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Aiden Cohen, Business Outreach Program Manager
Maddie Morgan, Waste Diversion Planner
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× URO: Organics Diversion ɀDevelopment

× Stakeholder Concerns 

× Requirements & Implementation 

× Organics Initiatives

× How Can You Help? 
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URO Organics Revisions
Å11+ public meetings
Å2 pilot programs, 2 waste composition studies
Å~180 unique stakeholders involved 
Å)ÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÓÔÁÆÆȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ

Nov. 2010 - Universal Recycling Ordinance established
Sept. 2012 - Revised Ordinance and Admin. Rules
Apr. 2014 - Revised Organics Amendments
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Some of the best organics diversion programs will not result in compost!  

Food Recovery
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Specific Business Concerns
ÅSpace for collection 
ÅCost of collection and processing 
ÅNot enough material, not worth the cost 
ÅLabor costs, training,  added time, ick factor

!ÕÓÔÉÎȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ
ÅHauler infrastructure, competition and vehicles 
ÅCompost processing capacity
ÅPotential conflicts with other City ordinances (e.g. 

parking, health codes, design criteria)
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!ÕÓÔÉÎȭÓ ΨΦΧΫ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
Diversion Study

Other Key Findings:
ÅARR controls less than 15% of materials generated.
ÅPrivate haulers control nearly 85% of materials generated

Paper15%

Plastics5%

Metals3%

Glass3%

Compostable 
Materials

37%

Reusable / 
Recoverable18%

Hard to Sort / Landfill19%
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Note: Organics requirements apply to businesses with a food permit. 

Organics Implementation Timeline
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Å 5,000+ businesses will be affected by Oct. 1, 2018

Å 5,872 registered food permits from Health Dept.  

ÅDifferent challenges (restaurants, grocery, daycare, 
assisted living, manufacturing, hotels, catering, etc.)
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Responsible parties shall:

1. Establish an Organics Diversion program

2. Provide convenient access to organic 
diversion services (if applicable)

3. Post signs and provide education

4. Submit Organic Diversion Plan by Feb. 1

5. Adopt multiple Organics Diversion methods
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Examples of Organics Diversion Methods:
ÅDocumented Reductions

ÅFood Waste Prevention Program ɀe.g. Inventory Tracking

ÅDonation to Feed People or Animals 

ÅFood Recovery Program

ÅEliminate Single-Use Materials

ÅBack-of-House Organic Compost Collection 

ÅFront-of-House Organic Waste, Compost Collection

ÅOther Innovative Practices
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Å Posters
Å Education
Å Color Coded Labels
Å Standardized Containers
Å AustinTexas.gov/BizOrganics


